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A Love of Tennis Charitable Organization # 83502 1205 RR 0001

OUR MISSION
• To inspire greatness, instill con0idence and develop leaders one child at a
time.

OUR VISION
• To Live, to Love, to Learn, to Leave a Legacy
We Live by striving to be the best we can be
We Love by caring for others
We Learn by working hard on the court and always doing our best
We Leave a Legacy by respecting our team members and trying to make a
difference in the world

OUR CORE VALUES: OK HEART
OPTIMISM |KNOWLEDGE | HONESTY | EXCELLENCE |ACCOUNTABILITY |
RESPECT | TEAMWORK

FROM OUR FOUNDER
AND PRESIDENT
As I waited for the young kids to come to tennis, I
stood on the Hillcrest courts and admired the
peaceful, calm environment while planning out
our weekly theme and warm-up. The courts were
gleaming and the sun was glistening on this hot
summer day. I smiled and enjoyed the calmness,
and thought how these wonderful courts; our
unique program, tremendous volunteers and staff
were transforming lives. It was a miracle, which I
got to witness first hand. What a blessing!
I looked up a few minutes later and witnessed the
kids running across the street, water bottles and
racquets in hand, excitement and enthusiasm in their steps. They were looking forward to the weekly lesson
and matches. “Who are we playing this week, what is the weekly theme,” they all asked. Not only do the kids
have fun, laugh, meet new friends but they are gaining essential life skills and increased self confidence to
believe in their hearts that they can accomplish anything with hard work.
Within five minutes the courts went from peaceful quiet to joy and excitement, and I wouldn’t change it for a
minute. When I founded this organization I already knew tennis was fun, but it was the amazing life skills,
and physical literacy skills through our team tennis approach and programming that I knew would have a
lasting impact on the kids.
I could see how excited the kids were and saw first hand the benefit, which led me to think of the many kids
who didn’t have transportation to the courts. I knew tennis was totally portable with the mini nets, so in
partnership with SEOCHC, we expanded our program into some of the lower income areas of South East
Ottawa. I saw the smiling faces, enthusiasm and excitement just like at Hillcrest, but I noticed the lower selfconfidence and when we tested the kids for physical literacy and the scores were in the 30-40’s.
I knew we had a lot of work to do, but also realized the essential need for this program in these
neighborhoods. If we are going to decrease poverty across Canada, education is essential. In order for these
kids to do well in school they have to have hope, self-confidence, encouragement, life skills such as
commitment, perseverance, respect, and integrity, and the belief they can do it with hard work. With this
program we have the potential to change lives, and communities one at a time.
I am overwhelmed at the tremendous need for this program right in our own City, let alone Canada, and I am
extremely encouraged at the positive difference it has made to so many lives already. We have a lot of work
to do but I am encouraged and inspired by our great team. I wish to thank my family for their ongoing
support, my amazing volunteers and dedicated staff, as well as the many donors who support our mission and
provide us with the opportunity to continue to make a positive impact in so many lives.

Danielle Smith (Founder A Love of Tennis)

Our Successes
In partnership with Tennis Canada, A Love of Tennis sponsored 5 team
members to complete their Tennis Canada Coach Certi_ications.

Crisis: ParticipAction Report Card on Physical Activity for Children and
Youth has just been released and indicated that only 9% of children and
youth ages 6-17 years old get the required 60 minutes of physical exercise a
day.

ALOT was awarded $15,125 grant from Ontario Sport & Recreation over a
two year period.

Reached 1000 youth

Developed
physical
literacy
programs for
300 youth.

Volunteered

10,000
hours

Improved
participation
in the Serving
Up Success
league.

Rogers Rookie Tour

Serving Up Success
Team Tennis League

Award Ceremony

This year at Hillcrest
• Honed our innovative teaching techniques to deliver the best value.
• Incorporated Physical Literacy in our pre-tennis routine.
• Successfully grew our Youth program with graduating students and new recruits.

A LOVE OF TENNIS ANNUAL REPORT | www.aloveoftennis.org

6

INTRODUCING TENNIS ON THE STREETS
A Love of
Tennis

Core Values

Tennis
Lessons

Physical
Literacy

Free
Team Tennis

• Membership
• Equipment
• Opportunities

On-going

In partnership with South East Ottawa Community Health Centre (SEOCHC), A
Love of Tennis brought joy to some of the most under privileged
neighbourhoods in South East Ottawa.
Until now these children’s largest barrier to participation was – ACCESS.
A Love of Tennis mitigates this barrier by mobilizing volunteers and equipment
to locations across Ottawa. We bring tennis to children’s neighbourhood parks,
so they can play in their own backyards.
The result? Record first year participation of 100 students across our locations.
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Success Beyond Our Courts
Rachel and Myron are a part of our incredible youth volunteers. This year, Rachel and Myron
graduated from their respective high schools and are pursuing higher education in September.
Rachel
Rachel has grown up with A Love of Tennis. She joined us as a Love participant (5-6 age group)
and graduated the program. For the past 4 years, Rachel has been a volunteer instructor for our
program. In May, Rachel was among the volunteers who completed their Tennis Canada Coach 1
Certification. The A Love of Tennis Family wishes Rachel all the best as she joins Trent
University to study Nursing.
Myron
Myron has joined our team in the recent years and we can already see how much of an asset he
is. Myron is a talented athlete who played for multiple sports teams during his high school
career at Ashbury College, including leading the Basketball Team as Capital since 2014. We are
very glad to have Myron leading our Tennis on the Streets program as well as helping at
Hillcrest. We wish him all the best at the University of Toronto Rotman School of Business.
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A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR TEAM AND
COMMUNITY
On The Courts

Danielle Smith

Ashley Wojdan

Mark Wojdan

Rachel Stymiest

Siyr Amirzodah

Stephane St-Onge

Mariym Amirzodah

Maya Atta-Mensah

Myron Atta-Mensah

Alexandra Laham

Eric Ta

Emily

Peter

Board of Directors
Danielle Smith | Isabel Theberge | Allan Wilson | Luca Vella

Community Partners and Sponsors
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A Love of Tennis Inc. – Pour L’Amour de Tennis
Operations and Changes in Net Assets
Year Ended December 31, 2015

Contact Us:
A LOVE OF TENNIS
25 KEYS WAY
OTTAWA, ON K1G 4M3
Phone: 613-805-1029
Fax: 613-739-1405
WWW.ALOVEOFTENNIS.ORG
Charity #83502 1205 RR 0001

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
• Facebook.com/aloveoftennisottawa
• Instagram.com/aloveoftennis
• Twitter.com/aloveoftennis
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